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1. What is your experience with civic government?
I have an Honours Degree in Political Science from Huron College at the University of Western Ontario.

I have been an active participant in many City planning workshops including: OCP, Path 2040, Active Transportation, Waterfront
Downtown Sustainable Master Plan, Railtown SNAP, Cannabis by-laws and others.

I was a member of the City Nelson Heritage Commission, 2008-2011.
I was a member of the City Nelson Advisory Planning Committee, 2012- 2015.

I was Chair of the City Nelson Board of Variance, 2015-December 2020.
I am a regular at Council Meetings, Police Board Meetings, Budget Meetings and Public engagement presentations.

I have been a cannabis policy activist at all three levels of government. I have been a member of a team that has moved an
important Resolution from the RDCK to the Province. I presented to Local Governments on this Resolution across BC.

I am especially happy with the work I have been part of in supporting Vancouver Councilor Rebecca Bligh as she works for fair
cannabis policy in Vancouver.

I presented to Vancouver Council on February 18 in support of a Motion brought forward by Clr. Bligh. The motion was passed
unanimously.

I consider Vancouver Councilor Rebecca Bligh to be my primary mentor and inspiration. I have many positive relationships across
BC and Canada.

I very much enjoy Local Government and Civic Service. I would be excited to become a Nelson Councilor.

2. As a Councilor your decisions will impact people’s day-to-day lives and quality of life. How will you create
opportunities for citizens to listen and be heard?

Local government is the closest to the electorate. This is especially true in Nelson where there is a high level of citizen participation.
I live downtown Nelson and I am connected to the day to day lives and interactions of the community. I participate as a volunteer

and I am out in the community every day.
I am approachable and value connection and conversation.

I feel Council needs to operate in a more disciplined manner.
Council has moved to limit public participation by limiting the number of delegations, limiting delegation time and not being

prepared to ask meaningful questions.
The City has limited public participation at Council of the Whole Meetings from 5 minutes to 3 minutes.

Council has cited long meetings as a reason to limit the number of and time given to delegations. I do not think this is reasonable.
Delegations and presenters go well over their allotted time to the detriment of other delegations and presenters. Council meetings

can be more efficient and transparent.
It is important for a Councilor to have credibility with City staff. I believe I have earned the respect of City Staff.

I would ensure that resources are provided to Staff to ensure that there is fair and reasonable access to view and participate in
video meetings. The City has done good in this regard.

I commit to in person/public attendance at council as soon as the Province permits.
I will organize, prepare, and support community driven motions and resolutions at Council.

I will be a Councilor that holds as a fundamental value that people are welcome to speak at Council without the stress of an
arbitrary process.

3. What is your strategy to motivate citizens to become engaged in the decision making and how will you be
transparent in your decision- making process?

I am learned in Local Government Acts, Regulations and Procedures. I prefer organized and disciplined meetings=more gets done
and fairer.

I have observed how efficient and responsive Councils and Boards operate. I believe in an organized and formal process.
I commit to community outreach so that voices can be heard at Council at the best time to have a meaningful impact.

I am a government keener and can enthusiastically engage citizens in policy discussions.
As a member of Committees, Commissions and Boards I understand accountability.

All of this can increase citizens motivation to participate resulting in better results for everyone.



                            
4. Some of the arts & heritage organisations made their annual budget presentation to City Council in January - did

you have a chance to watch the Council meeting? and if so, what is your impression of Nelson's cultural sector?
Yes I watched live. The video links to Council meetings provide a great resource for participation and knowledge.

Council was able to hear from seven delegations during that meeting because presenters stayed within time limits and those limits
were fair and enforced.

I was impressed with the level of professionalism by the presenters.
I feel confident that there is the depth of talent and rational planning for the post covid-19 recovery of the sector.

I am confident in the Arts and Cultures sectors capability in pursuing grant funding. I support the City’s 25 Point Plan Economic
Stimulus Plan item:

14. “Organizations that are directly supporting businesses and/or can generate additional grant dollars as part of the recovery will
continue to be fully funded if required.”

I am happy to see that the City provides for Capital projects to improve facilities.
I am a huge supporter of Touchstones and the archives.

5. Are you aware of the operational funding model of the sector? 
Yes.

I am familiar with the City budget process, Regional partners, partners from other levels of government, the grant application
process and the potential for patron investments.

I have seen the City’s role in funding. I have seen the successes and challenges that the sector has in funding.
The City can support the Sector by having updated and functioning facilities.

Under the Local Government Act, Community Charter and other Acts The City has the authority to regulate, value and protect
Heritage properties.

The City has authority to grant tax exemptions, form partnerships with and offer financial support to the Arts and Culture Sectors.
Having an active and participating sector contributes to better outcomes in development and community planning.

6. As arts & heritage organizations we are in the forefront of contributing to decolonisation and truth and
reconciliation. What work have you done in learning about decolonisation and engaging with Indigenous peoples of

this territory?
I will be at the forefront of Reconciliation and Accountability.

I will commit to the “basic human rights available to all peoples regardless race.” B. Marley
I have been following the Court process regarding the the Sinixt and the recent Supreme Court case. Like many I am anticipating

that the ruling will support the Sinixt.
Local Government is bound by the Constitution Act. It is not able to or authorized to pass any by-law regulating aboriginal affairs.

There exists a political hierarchy in Aboriginal communities. I am not knowledgeable enough about this Regional dynamic to
presume any connection to individuals or Aboriginal Government initiatives.

Many of mine and my family’s experiences, learning and engagement will remain private.
I work every day on the street of Nelson helping people regardless of their background. This is my “work in learning”.

I have lived, worked, Loved and lost in Canada’s North. I have learned and benefited from my relationships with people in remote
Canada. I have shared and benefited from the patience, kindness, hard work and fun of northern and remote peoples.

I am most sympathetic to helping those in poverty in all communities.
I understand the process of Reconciliation. I believe there is systemic and institutional racism throughout Canada including in

Nelson.
I am a strong supporter of the work being done by the West Kootenay People for Racial Justice.

Nelson should not act outside of it’s delegated authority.
I support the role of Arts and Culture in True Reconciliation and where that leads. There is so much grief and trauma in Nelson; it

needs poetry, music and truth and reconciliation all of it to heal.
Respectfully.



7. How often do you attend a cultural event?
Due to the Covid-19 there is no cultural event I would attend at this time. I am becoming better at and enjoying more formats like

video streaming.
I enjoy being a coordinator and volunteer at events.

I was the manager of Nelson’s Farmers Market for three seasons. I was a coordinator of Nelson’s Market Fest for four years.
I organized, funded, and hosted three Nelson Holiday Markets. I did this to provide a venue for artisan vendors to connect with

Nelson customers during the Christmas Holidays. They were successful and fun.
I have been working most of the last years full time x 2. As I transition to work on my businesses downtown and my role as a

Councilor I hope to have more time to get out, dance it up and attend events as soon as Covid restrictions are eased.
I can also always be relied on to move tables, fold chairs and clean up afterwards!

8. What do you think are the most important contributions that arts and heritage make to Nelson?
Heritage is of special value to Nelson. I was happy to learn that the Statements of Significance continue to be completed.
Arts and heritage provide affordable, accessible, and meaningful links for citizens and visitors to connect with this place.

The sector provides successful programing and events in City owned facilities.
The sector is a major economic driver in the community. Drawing people to the City, providing excitement to the community and

creating opportunities for business.
The sector is diverse and represents the diversity of the Region.

The sector provides wages and renumeration to workers. I hope that the wages can increase to keep Nelson affordable for sector
participants.

Local government has the clear authority to empower, regulate and fund heritage considerations into development and planning
documents. This is a significant avenue for impact.

9. Do you believe that increasing investment in the arts is essential? And if yes, how would you as a City Councillor
balance that demand given that the city has a finite amount of $$.

I do not agree that increasing investment in the Arts is essential for Local Government. I will not commit to the wording of the
statement.

I would be prepared to consider funding requests as they appear on the Agenda in a fair and reasonable way.
I would consider requests appreciating that there are 5 Sustainability Principles and Directions in the Path to 2040. Cultural

Strength must be an equal with Resiliency, Prosperity, Robust Ecosystems and Healthy Neighbourhoods.
I believe that Council should maintain and support current arts funding.

I believe the City can continue to support the Arts in the following meaningful ways:
Permissive tax exemptions, City staff support for grant and funding applications to the Province and Federal Governments.

City support of operations and maintenance of existing facilities.
The City can support collaboration between sectors like the NDAC and the Nelson and District Chamber of Commerce in initiatives

that support businesses as part of the covid-19 recovery process.
I would like to share with you that I have a long standing personal connection and experience in historical research.

Most recently I have been researching for a historical book. The true story is centered on three key historical artifacts:
A message in a bottle, the reply and a journey to Germany in 1933.

Most exciting for me as the City considers display of the Ladybird is the role that power boat racing, 1930’s London, sexual identity
and Canadian inventors play in the story I am writing.

Two of the many exciting people in this story are:
Joe Carstairs https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joe_Carstairs and

Casey Baldwin https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Walker_Baldwin
Please know that I share the Art and Cultural Sectors inspirations and recognize the NDAC’s important role in our Strengths.

As a Councilor I commit to being accessible and efficient.


